Long-survival case of thymic carcinoma with superior vena cava tumor thrombus.
Sarcomatoid carcinoma of the thymus is rare and responds poorly to treatment. Invasion of great vessels and metastasis are significant predictors for poor prognosis. Thymic tumors commonly cause superior vena cava (SVC) obstruction by extrinsic compression or invasion, but intraluminal permeation is the most uncommon cause. We report a rare, long-surviving case of sarcomatoid carcinoma with SVC syndrome developed by tumor thrombus. She underwent SVC replacement and extended thymectomy. The resection indicated intracaval extension without direct invasion of thymic tumor, histologically diagnosed as sarcomatoid carcinoma. After adjuvant chemotherapy, she continues to show no apparent recurrence for five years.